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• Many years ago, a Jewish boy grew up in Germany.  

• He adored his father, & wanted to become just like him.  

• The family was faithful to attend synagogue each week. 

• When the son became a teenager, his family moved to a town in Germany where 
there was no synagogue, only a Lutheran church.  

• The church was the center of town life; all community leaders belonged to it.  

• A few weeks later the boy’s dad announced to the family that they were going to 
renounce their Jewish faith & join the Lutheran Church because it was good for 
business.  

• The family was stunned by the father’s lack of integrity; that he was willing to 
sacrifice principle for convenience. 

• The father’s insincere faith left the son bewildered and confused.  

• Gradually, his deep disappointment gave way to anger and then bitterness.  

• An underlying rage would plague the son throughout the remainder of his life.  

• Eventually, the young man left Germany and went to study in England.  

• It was there, in the British Museum, that he formulated a godless philosophy that 
would come to enslave nearly half of the world’s people.  

• It was also there, simmering in a sea of resentment, he coined the phrase, “religion 
is the opiate of the people.”  

• Religion is the drug of mindless masses.  

• His name was Karl Marx, the founder of Communism 

SLIDE – Karl Marx, the founder of Marxism 

• A compromising father had sabotaged a son & unleashed a plague of anger & 
deception upon the earth 

• Sad to say, a compromising father encouraged me to make decisions that 
sabotaged my life & started my on my journey as an atheist. 

SLIDE– MESSAGE TITLE: “The Creation of an Atheist” 

SLIDE – How To Create an Atheist 
1. BE A HYPOCRITE 
 

• I was an ADAMANT, “in your face,” ATHEIST.  

• . . . for 7 years of my life. (15-22 yrs. old) 

• I was WOUNDED by my NATURAL FATHER, & so I BLAMED MY 
HEAVENLY FATHER. 

• As I’VE STUDIED HISTORY, I found I WASN’T ALONE. 

• HISTORY is CLUTTERED with WOUNDED SONS & DAUGHTERS who 
HATED GOD the FATHER.  
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• A Stanford PHD, PAUL VITZ, WROTE a BOOK about them entitled, 
“FAITH of the FATHERLESS, The Psychology of Atheism” 

 

SLIDE – Definitions 
ATHEIST - a person who does not believe in God. 
AGNOSTIC – a person who believes it is impossible to know whether or not God 
exists 

• Here’s a VIDEO that gives a BRIEF OVERVIEW of FAMOUS ATHEISTS, 
& then we’re GOING TO TALK ABOUT THEIR LIVES. 

VIDEO – The Creation of An Atheist – 3 minutes 
 

SLIDE – 2006 Harris Poll - Does God Exist? 

42% of U.S. Adults are not "absolutely certain" there is a God. In 2003 it was 34% were 
not "absolutely certain." Only 30% of American Jews are "absolutely certain" there is a 
God. 

SLIDE – 2006 Harris Poll - Does God Exist? 
29% of U.S. Adults believe God controls events on Earth,  

44% said God "observes but does not control what happens on Earth" 

SLIDE – There are 1.1 billion Atheists worldwide,  
1 out of every 6 people is an Atheist.  
Atheists are the 3rd largest grouping:   
1st - 2.1 billion Christians,  
2nd - 1.3 billion Muslims 

• A HIGHER % of PEOPLE BELIEVE in GOD in RUSSIA than in most of Western 
Europe (England, France, Scandinavia) 

SLIDE – Atheists & Agnostics in Europe  

(or those who do not believe in a personal God) 
 

40% in England    45% in Norway   20% in Spain 

46% in France  40% in Finland  4% in Ireland 

75% in Sweden  42% in the Netherlands 15% in Italy 

50% in Denmark  35% in West Germany 30% in Russia 
 

SLIDE - Interactive Question #1 
Q. Have you ever been an ATHEIST (does not believe in God) or an AGNOSTIC 
(impossible to know whether or not God exists)? 
A. Yes, and I still am  
B. I sometimes wonder if there is a God 
C. Yes, but God revealed Himself to me in a powerful way 
D. No, I never was an atheist or agnostic 
 

• Like  Marx, many of the MOST FAMOUS ATHEISTS came from RELIGIOUS 
FAMILIES.  
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SLIDE – How To Create an Atheist 
2. BE RELIGIOUS WITHOUT A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
 

SLIDE – Ecclesiastes 3:11 - AMPLIFIED 
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He also has planted eternity in men's 
hearts and minds [a divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages 
which nothing under the sun but God alone can satisfy]. 
 

SLIDE – Friedrich Nietzsche 

• He’s probably the world’s most famous atheist,  

• He was a significant influence on ADOLPH HITLER. 

• Nietzsche coined the phrase, “GOD IS DEAD!” 

• He was the SON of a LUTHERAN PASTOR. 

• Both sides of his family had numerous clergymen 

• Shortly before Nietzsche turned 5, his father died at 36 of a BRAIN DISEASE. IT 
was a LONG ILLNESS. 

• Nietzsche never recovered from the loss of his father 

• He described his father as “delicate, lovable & morbid” 

• One biographer said, “Nietzsche was passionately attached to his father, & the 
shock of losing him was profound.” 

• As a young boy, he was mocked at school & called “LITTLE PASTOR.” 

• To PROVE HIS MANHOOD, he once LIT A BOOK OF MATCHES IN HIS HAND, & 
LET IT BURN until a bystander knocked it away. 

• His HAND was BADLY BURNED. 

SLIDE – “Faith of the Fatherless” Paul Vitz, 
“…in Nietzsche we have a strong, intellectually macho reaction against a dead, very 
Christian father who was loved and admired but perceived as sickly and weak…”  

• One biographer said that much of NIETZSCHE’S LIFE could be seen as a 
PERMANENT “QUEST for a FATHER” 

 

Q. Are your CHILDREN LOOKING for a FATHER or MOTHER?  

Q. Are YOU Being the DAD or MOM you should be?  

• Q. What are we raising OUR CHILDREN to become? 

• PASTOR NIETZSCHE didn’t think he was RAISING THE MOST WELL-KNOWN 
ATHEIST OF ALL TIME. 

 

SLIDE – How To Create an Atheist 
3. BE A WEAK PARENT 
 

SLIDE – Bertrand Russell 

• the “20th Century’s most important liberal thinker”  

• His mother died when he was 2. 
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• His father died when he was 4. 

• His grandmother raised him.  

• She was known as “LADY NIGHTSHADE”  

• It was said she demonstrated, “a MOURNFUL CHRISTIAN HUMILITY” 

• Early on, RUSSELL REJECTED his GRANDMOTHER’S RELIGION. 

Q. DO OUR CHILDREN WANT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?  

• Though Russell mocked Christians, his daughter said, “I BELIEVE MY 
FATHER’S WHOLE LIFE WAS A SEARCH FOR GOD.” 

SLIDE – Bertrand Russell wrote, 
I have “found in human things almost no companionship… The sea, the stars, the night 
wind in waste places, mean more to me than even the human beings I love best, and I 
am conscious that human affection is to me at bottom an attempt to escape from the 
vain search for God.” 

SLIDE – Psa. 53:1  

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” 

 
• Some atheists had NEGLECTFUL & WEAK fathers… 

• We’ve already mentioned: Karl Marx, the founder of Communism, had a 
COMPOMISING FAHER  

SLIDE – Sigmund Freud, “Founder of Psychoanalysis”  

• I have a degree in Psychology . . . It’s called a B.S. 

• Q. What can I say?  

• Some acronyms just fit. 

• Sigmund Freud, had a WEAK FATHER.  

• As a child, Sigmund heard that his father had his hat knocked off after being called 
a “dirty Jew.”  

• The young Freud was mortified – NOT because the incident had occurred, but 
because his father had responded so passively to such blatant anti-Semitism. 
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• Assuming his FATHER’S LACK OF COURAGE & RELIGIOUS FAITH WERE IN 
SOME WAY LINKED, FREUD’S Strong Personality REJECTED not only his 
father’s weakness, but his father’s religion as well.  

 

Q. DOES YOUR FAITH IN GOD HAVE COURAGE?  
 

Q. ARE YOU a WEAK or STRONG CHRISTIAN? 

Q. ARE YOU a WEAK or STRONG HUSBAND & FATHER? 
 

• A WEAK PARENT is a poor representation of the character & moral strength of 
our Heavenly Father. 

 

SLIDE – Rom. 1:25 – The Message  
. . . they traded the true God for a fake god, and worshiped the god they made instead 
of the God who made them— the God we bless, the God who blesses us. 

SLIDE – Rom. 1:25 - NLT 
Instead of believing what they knew was the truth about God, they deliberately chose to 
believe lies. So they worshiped the things God made but not the Creator himself, who is 
to be praised forever. Amen. 

SLIDE – How To Create an Atheist 
4. BE AN ABUSIVE PARENT 
 

• COLLECTIVELY, HITLER, STALIN & MAO ZEDONG MURDERED over 
100,000,000 PEOPLE. 

SLIDE – American Atheist, Madalyn Murray O’Hair 

• O’Hair was responsible for bringing the LAWSUIT that led the SUPREME 
COURT to BAN PRAYER in Public Schools.  

• She hated her father. 

• On one occasion she attempted to kill him with a “10-inch butcher knife.” 

• She failed, but yelled, “I’ll see you dead. I’ll get you yet. I’ll walk on your 
grave.” 

• Ironically her son became a “born-again” Christian. 

Q. HAVE YOU BEEN, PHYSICALLY or VERBALLY ABUSIVE to your CHILDREN? 

SLIDE - Interactive Question #2, (for those who were at one time, or are still presently 
an atheist or an agnostic) 
Q. Did you/do you have father wounds (e.g. abandoned, abused, 
weak/distant/neglectful, or loss of a father)?  
A. Yes 
B. No 
 

• C.S. Lewis, the author of the Chronicles of Narnia, was an Atheist for the first 30 
years of his life. 
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• In September 1931, Lewis & two of his closest friends, J.R.R. Tolkien, the author of 
The Lord of the Rings & another Christian professor, took a long walk together at 
Oxford University. 

• Tolkien & the other professor tried to convince Lewis to reconsider his negative 
position on Christianity.  

• The NEXT DAY, finally EXTINGUISHING ALL REMAINING DOUBTS, Lewis 
became a Christian. 

SLIDE – C.S. Lewis wrote, 
“Faith is not belief without proof, but trust without reservation” 

SLIDE - Interactive Question #3 
Q. Do you trust God working in your life without reservation?  
A. Yes, absolutely 
B. Yes, most of the time 
C. Rarely 
D. Never 
 

• All of our RESERVATIONS ABOUT GOD are UNFOUNDED. 

SLIDE – 2 Corinthians 4:3 - NLT  
If the Good News we preach is veiled from anyone, it is a sign that they are perishing. 
Satan, the god of this evil world, has blinded the minds of those who don't believe, so 
they are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News that is shining upon them.  
 

• As a “RECOVERING ATHEIST,” I’m grateful like Paul the APOSTLE, that JESUS 
RESCUED ME. 

 

SLIDE – 1Tim. 1:12-13 - NLT – Paul wrote to Timothy, 
“How thankful I am to Christ Jesus our Lord for considering me trustworthy and 
appointing me to serve him, even though I used to scoff at the name of Christ. I hunted 
down his people, harming them in every way I could. But God had mercy on me 
because I did it in ignorance and unbelief.  

LET’S PRAY! 


