CONFESSIONS OF AN IMPERFECT LIFE - Pt. 1 Francis Anfuso

A father & son -- & the son’s friend, were sailing off the Pacific coast, when a storm
blocked them from getting back to shore.

The waves were so high, that the father, who was an experienced sailor, could not keep
the boat upright

It CAPSIZED, & the 3 WERE SWEPT into the OCEAN.

GRABBING a RESCUE LINE, the father HAD TO MAKE the MOST EXCRUCIATING
DECISION of his LIFE:

...WHICH BOY would he throw the end of the lifeline to?

He had only seconds to make the DECISION.

The father knew that his SON was a CHRISTIAN . . .

... he also knew HIS SON'S FRIEND WAS NOT.

As the father yelled out, 'l LOVE YOU, SON'...

. . . he THREW out the LIFELINE to his SON'S FRIEND.

By the time the FATHER HAD PULLED THE FRIEND BACK to the CAPSIZED BOAT . ..
... HIS SON had DISAPPEARED BENEATH the WAVES

His BODY was NEVER RECOVERED.

The FATHER KNEW his SON would STEP into ETERNITY with JESUS, but he COULD
NOT BEAR the THOUGHT of his SON'S FRIEND DYING WITHOUT the Lord.

He had sacrificed his son . .. to save the son's friend.
The RESCUED FRIEND WENT ON to RECEIVE JESUS.
How GREAT IS THE LOVE OF GOD that He would DO THE SAME FOR US?

Our HEAVENLY FATHER SACRIFICED HIS ONLY begotten SON THAT WE COULD BE
SAVED.

Q. Are we GRATEFUL for what God has done for each of us?
Q. Do we UNDERSTAND the PRICE HE PAID to SEND HIS SON to DIE IN OUR PLACE?

SLIDE - Interactive Question #1 —
Q. Would you have enough insight into eternal realities to make this same decision?

o0 w>

. Yes, by God’s grace, | believe | would

. Frankly, | don’t know what | would do

. Though it would be the right decision, | don’t believe | would have the courage to do it
. | believe | would have a greater responsibility to rescue my own child

Many of the CHOICES you & | face are NOT BLACK & WHITE . .. RIGHT &
WRONG

SOME of them are REALLY DIFFICULT
ONLY GOD KNOWS WHICH ARE BEST
& we have to DEPEND UPON HIM EVERY MOMENT

SLIDE — CONFESSIONS of an IMPERFECT LIFE - Pt. 1
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7 ROCK VALUES - GRATITUDE & JOY

7 Rock Values are the HEALTHIEST QUALITIES, Suzie & | saw in the HEALTHIEST

PEOPLE/CHURCHES we ever met

THEY are the QUALITIES of JESUS & the ONES HE WANTS US TO HAVE.

TRUE INTIMACY WITH GOD will bring GRATITUDE & JOY into EVERY
SITUATION we will ENCOUNTER.

When | talk about Intimacy, | mean “INTO-ME-SEE”

| CHOOSE to REVEAL EVERYTHING ABOUT ME to GOD, because HE’S
WILLING to COMPLETELY REVEAL HIMSELF to ME.

Knowing God’s COMPLETE LOVE & ACCEPTANCE will enable us to be
HONEST & OPEN with others.

This GENUINE TRANSPARENCY is the DOORWAY to BECOMING a WHOLE
PERSON.

WHOLENESS gives us IDENTIFICATION & BURDEN to HELP OTHERS in the
way GOD has HELPED US.

The OLD METHOD of DRAWING PEOPLE into a RELATIONSHIP with JESUS
was PERSUASION.

SLIDE — PERSUASION = Old Method of Reaching People

IDENTIFICATION = New Method of Reaching People

If you CAN'T IDENTIFY with SOMEONE, you’re NOT SURE YOU CAN FULLY
TRUST THEM.

That’s why we have a “MY STORY” every week.

I’'m NOT STANDING HERE today BECAUSE I’'M a PERFECT REPRESENTATION
of JESUS.

I'm STANDING HERE BECAUSE JESUS RESCUED ME & HE STILLIS. ..
EVERYDAY

I’'m STANDING HERE WANTING TO BE “GRATEFUL” EVERY MOMENT of MY LIFE
I’'m STANDING HERE, WANTING to BE “JOYFUL” EVERY MOMENT of MY LIFE
“LACK OF GRATITUDE” has caused me to MAKE SOME HORRIBLE CHOICES.
... TO THINK SOME REALLY SELFISH THOUGHTS

... TO BE SELFISHISHLY DEPRESSED.

TO BE OBSESSED with ME & MINE.

| HATE THAT TENDENCY to “NOT” ALLOW GOD to CHANGE ME INTO HIS IMAGE &
LIKENESS

SLIDE — Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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SLIDE - Interactive Question #2 —

Q. Have you seen significant behavioral fruit in your life (in your attitude, response, and
commitment to live for God), since you accepted Jesus?

. Yes, absolutely

. Yes, somewhat

. No, not at all

. I have NOT yet accepted Jesus

(N @Nve D2

For those who pressed “C,” we love you, & want to encourage you that, “You need to

be BORN AGAIN!”

e For those who pressed “B,” we love you, & want to encourage you that, “You need to
be BORN AGAIN!”

e For those who pressed “D,” if you know someone who claims to be “BORN AGAIN,”
but you have NOT seeing significant FRUIT in their lifestyle (attitude, response &
commitment to live for God), then please don’t follow their example...follow Jesus.

SLIDE - 1Cor. 11:1 - Paul the Apostle wrote
1 y

or...“DON'T FOLLOW ME, if | DON’'T FOLLOW CHRIST”

e our GREATEST DISSERVICE to JESUS is CLAIMING to KNOW HIM, but LIVING
LIKE WE DON’T

The Rock is a place for TWO KINDS of PEOPLE:
1. Those WHO KNOW JESUS, & LIVE LIKE IT.
2. Those DON’T YET KNOW HIM, but are SINCERELY OPEN TO KNOW HIM

A person who CLAIMS to BE a FOLLOWER of Jesus, but LIVES A DOUBLE LIFE
is...aHYPOCRITE...

It is a completely CURABLE CONDITION, but it requires a wholehearted
REPENTENCE (change of HEART).

e Once, JESUS was in the HOME of a PHARISEE (one of the RELIGIOUS
LEADERS in the days of Jesus.)

e ...&aWOMAN, who was a SINNER, CAME IN & POURED EXPENSIVE
PERFUME on HIS FEET & BEGAN to WASH HIS FEET WITH HER TEARS &
DRIED THEM WITH HER HAIR . ..

e The PHARISEE was APPALLED that JESUS would ALLOW a SINNER to
TOUCH HIM LIKE THAT.

e Jesus, then tells the Pharisee a PARABLE ABOUT EXACTLY WHY PEOPLE
ARE SO UNGRATEFUL ...

SLIDE - Luke 7:40-41 — The Message,
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Jesus said to him, #$ % ##& " ( #H#(

) & % %
SLIDE - Luke 7:42-43
* ) Which of the two
would be more grateful?" Simon answered, " % #
SLIDE - Luke 7:44
#( # said Jesus. Then turning to the woman, but speaking to Simon, He said,
#+ - %

SLIDE - Luke 7:45-46
k] % - % - ) -
: % -
SLIDE - Luke 7:47
% " She was forgiven many, many sins, and so she is very, very
grateful. If the forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal.”

Only FORGIVEN PEOPLE are ETERNALLY GRATEFUL
You MUST be “BORN AGAIN” to be TRULY GRATEFUL

If you are NOT GRATEFUL for WHAT JESUS has DONE for you, it means you
NEED . .. to BE “BORN AGAIN”

SLIDE - Root Causes of Ingratitude

. Not seeing your desperate condition

2. Not understanding the impossibility of paying the debt you owe
3. Not realizing who God is, and what He has done for you

-_—

Q. IF you are BORN AGAIN, HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN WHAT YOU HAVE?

¢ A man wanted to GET RID OF HIS HOME.

¢ So, he went to a REAL ESTATE FRIEND & ASKED HIM to WRITE AN
ADVERTISEMENT DESCRIBING HIS HOUSE & GROUNDS

¢ When the HOME OWNER READ WHAT HIS FRIEND HAD WRITTEN he said,

o "ALL MY LIFE I'VE WANTED A PLACE JUST LIKE THE ONE YOU DESCRIBED.
BUT I NEVER KNEW | HAD IT UNTIL | HEARD WHAT YOU WROTE."

e Q. YOU MAY HAVE “READ” WHAT JESUS WROTE, BUT HAVE YOU “HEARD”
IT?

SLIDE- John 11:41, Jesus came to Lazarus’ Tomb and said,
# ) # They removed the stone. Jesus raised His eyes to
heaven and prayed, #/ , % -

e BECAUSE Jesus was GRATEFUL for WHAT HIS FATHER HAD ALREADY
DONE ...
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e ...HEWAS FILLED WITH FAITH & GRATITUDE for WHAT HIS FATHER
WOULD DO.

o GREAT GRATITUDE ... TAKES GREAT FAITH.

SLIDE - If you are not consciously grateful, everyday, for what Jesus has already done
for you, you will completely miss what He wants to do in your life.

e Q. IS WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR RIGHT in FRONT of YOU ... & ARE YOU
MISSING IT?

e In 1847, a man SOLD HIS RANCH in NORTHERN CALIFORNIA because he
HEARD THEY HAD DISCOVERED GOLD IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

e He SOLD HIS RANCH to COLONEL JOHN SUTTER, & LEFT TOWN, NEVER to
RETURN.

e Colonel Sutter PUT A MILL UPON A STREAM that ran thru his ranch.

e One day, his little girl brought some wet sand into their home & sifted it thru her
fingers before the fire

e ...inthat FALLING SAND a visitor saw the First SHINING SCALES OF REAL
GOLD that were EVER DISCOVERED IN CALIFORNIA.

e [t was the BEGINNING of the GREAT 49’er GOLD RUSH
e Q. What ETERNAL GOLD is SIFTING THRU YOUR FINGERS?
e Q. What PRICELESS TREASURES are RIGHT IN FRONT of YOU?

SLIDE - FIRST PIECE of GOLD at SUTTER’S MILL

e This small piece of gold is believed to be the first piece of gold discovered in 1848
at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, CA, launching the gold rush.

The FIRST GLIMPSE of the GREAT THINGS GOD wants to DO IN YOU may
APPEAR to be QUITE SMALL.

e A MAN had OWNED A RANCH & WANTED GOLD ...

¢ |RONICALLY, he was STANDING ON MORE GOLD THAN HE COULD EVER
DREAM OF . .. but HE DIDN’'T KNOW WHAT HE HAD.

e Q. DO WE KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE?
e Q. DO WE LIVE LIKE WE KNOW WHAT WE HAVE?

e Q. DO WE LIVE LIKE a PEOPLE - CALLED to REPRESENT JESUS at the
GATES of OUR CITY?

e Q. DO WE LIVE LIKE a PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED to HAVE a “24-HOUR
HOUSE of PRAYER” for ALL NATIONS?

e Q. DO WE LIVE LIKE a PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED to HAVE a MOVE oF GOD
in our MIDST?
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e Q. DO WE LIVE LIKE a PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED to HAVE LEADERS of
NATIONS COME & WORSHIP at OUR SIDE?

e Q. DO WE LIVE LIKE a PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED to have MISSIONARIES
COME & EAT in our HOMES, who will ONE DAY BE MARTYRED for their
FAITH?

o THESE are the QUESTIONS THIS IMPERFECT CHRISTIAN THINKS ABOUT
REGULARLY.

e There is a type of FINCH IN EUROPE called the CHAF FINCH.
SLIDE - CHAF FINCH
e It's about the SIZE & COLOR OF A ROBIN.

e It has a BEAUTIFUL SONG, & people keep them in their homes to HEAR
THEM SING.

e But the CHAF FINCH has a PECULIAR CHARACTERISTIC: it can Forget
How To Sing.

e Then it has to be TAKEN BACK INTO the WOODS WHERE THE WILD
BIRDS SING -- IN ORDER TO BE RE-TAUGHT!

e IFIT DOES NOT LEARN HOW TO SING AGAIN, it BECOMES
DEPRESSED, & DIES.

e SOME OF YOU HERE have FORGOTTEN HOW TO SING.
e & IT’S DEPRESSING YOU!

e FRANKLY, IT’S KILLING YOU!

e LACK of GRATITUDE WILL DEPRESS YOU!

e [T WILL KILL YOUR SONG!

e | once read about an ELDERLY WOMAN who DIED of STARVATION because
she THOUGHT SHE was BROKE.

e The MATTRESS SHE DIED on contained $100,000 SHE HAD FORGOTTEN SHE
HAD.

e Jesus, AFEW DAYS BEFORE HIS DEATH, taught His disciples how to FIND
GRATITUDE & JOY in the MIDST OF SADNESS.

SLIDE - John 16:20 — The Message - Jesus said,
C fix this firmly in your minds( , deep mourning
, % but your sadness will develop into gladness.

SLIDE - John 16:21
i % 2
(  new life in the world wipes out memory of the pain.

SLIDE - John 16:22

»
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( % coming joy
1 full of joy, a joy no one can rob from you.

o It takes faith to believe for springtime in the middle of winter...
e Joy in the midst of pain...

e GRATITUDE IS WHAT WE SHOULD HAVE CONCERNING OUR “SALVAGED”
PAST

e BUT WE NEED “JOY” for our FUTURE.
e “For the JOY set before HIM, JESUS ENDURED the CROSS.”

SLIDE - Until your heart is filled with gratitude, your life cannot be filled with joy.

... TRUE GRATITUDE gives birth to God’s JOY.

e D.L. Moody led 1 million people to Jesus in 1900’s

SLIDE — D.L. Moody on “Joy”
" % has not joy. %
he had not joy | should not believe %
e A“JOYLESS” CHRISTIAN IS AN IMPOSSIBILITY.

SLIDE — Nehemiah 8:10b
“...Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength”

When people ask me, (NYC accent) “How you doin’?”

If ’'m really TRUSTING IN GOD...then HOW I’'m DOING should in some way
PARALLEL HOW GOD’S DOING.

e |F God’s DOING GREAT. .. then I’'M WITH HIM.

e When a TEAM wins the NBA CHAMPIONSHIP, then EVERY ONE of THEIR
PLAYERS WINS.

e ...They may NOT have PLAYED ONE SECOND, BUT THEY'RE ALL WINNERS.

e BEFORE WE PRAY, | want you to SEE & HEAR an AMAZING PRAYER David,
the psalmist wrote, when he was IN TROUBLE in the WILDERNESS:
SLIDE - Psalm 63:1-2 - The Message
3, 4 ., 4 % )
% $
) ,
SLIDE - Psalm 63:3-4 - The Message
, % % 4 — ) ,
% ) % ) .
SLIDE - Psalm 63:5-7 - The Message
% ) 4
I spend the hours in grateful reflection. 2 , %

e In the MIDDLE of FLEEING for HIS LIFE, DAVID PRAYED this PRAYER.
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e In the MIDDLE of WHATEVER YOU’RE GOING THROUGH ... CAN YOU BE

GRATEFUL?
e ...CANYOUBE JOYFUL?
Q. DO YOU KNOW WHAT JESUS HAS GIVEN YOU?
Q. DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE?
Q. IS THE JOY OF THE LORD YOUR STRENGTH?
LET’S PRAY!
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