CONFESSIONS OF AN IMPERFECT LIFE - Pt. 4 Francis Anfuso

e A study was done on the EFFECT that a MAJOR LIFE CHANGE would have on a
PERSON'S HAPPINESS.

o Half the people tested were BIG LOTTERY WINNERS

SLIDE - Interactive Question #1 —

Q. Would you like to win a multi-million dollar lottery?

A. Yes, by God’s grace, | believe | would be a good
steward over the money

B. Yes, but I'm concerned it might have a negative effect
on my life and family

C. No, it would be a disaster for my life

o Half the people tested were BIG LOTTERY WINNERS
e The other half SUFFERED SEVERE INJURIES in BAD CAR ACCIDENTS.

e |t was determined that a FEW WEEKS AFTER these DRASTIC LIFE-CHANGING
EVENTS took place - BOTH GROUPS were about EQUALLY HAPPY &
SATISFIED with their lives.

e This Proves = “WINNING A MILLION $ is about as much fun as GETTING HIT
BY A BUS.”

This Proves HAPPINESS doesn’t come from HAPPENINGS

o (SIT DOWN)

e In 1976, Erika Earnhart won a million $ in a lottery, which PAID her an ANNUAL
INCOME of $50,000.

¢ Since then she’s had 2 divorces, a child-custody dispute, alimony payments, &
debt piled on debt.

e She now BORROWS FROM THE BANK in ANTICIPATION of her NEXT
LOTTERY CHECK.

e Had she known the future, she says,

e She STILL PLAYS THE LOTTERY, HOPING TO WIN & CATCH UP
FINANCIALLY.

e At The Rock, we want to see people changed from being mere CONSUMERS, to
become PRODUCERS.

e To go from the “RECEIVING line” to the “GIVING line”
e There are NO HEALTHY “TAKERS” ONLY “GIVERS”

SLIDE — CONFESSIONS of an IMPERFECT LIFE — Pt. 4
7 ROCK VALUES - GIVING
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7 Rock Values are the HEALTHIEST QUALITIES, Suzie & | saw in the HEALTHIEST
PEOPLE/CHURCHES we ever met

e THEY are the QUALITIES of JESUS & the ONES HE WANTS ME TO HAVE.
o GRATITUDE & JOY / WHOLENESS / DESTINY

e CONFESSIONS - Big event - buying a hamburger

e ...Butwe always TITHED

e Suzie & | gave away the equity from our home in 1989 ($55K in equity)
e Iltwasn’t STOLEN ... it was SOWED

e |twasn’t LOST ... it was PLANTED

It wasn’t a POOR INVESTMENT ...it was OBEDIENCE

STAND - Jesus said, ! H TS

SLIDE - The secret of being loved is being lovely; and the secret of being lovely is being
unselfish.

UNSELFISH PEOPLE are the MOST ATTRACTIVE PEOPLE on EARTH.
| want to be a RIVER, NOT a POND.
e |want MY LIFE TO FLOW & BE FRESH, NOT BE STAGNANT & STINK.

e If you DON’T FIND the PEACE that COMES from beyond YOUR UNDERSTANDING,
you’ll NEVER have PEACE

o If you DON’T FIND the JOY that COMES from beyond YOUR CIRCUMSTANCE, you’ll
NEVER have JOY

e MONEY-GIVING is a great measure of a PERSON'S MENTAL HEALTH.
e GENEROUS PEOPLE are RARELY MENTALLY ILL.
e People say, % " Q) *x + , | = .= )/
") C
) % " «C) =+ * * =) % )&t
)
e |f we give someone a GIFT or a FAVOR & EXPECT something in return, it is not a
qift at all- it's a TRADE
e MOST PEOPLE are TRADER’S . ..
e VERY FEW are GIVER'’S.

e GIVING is a MULTI-FACETED LIFESTYLE.

¢ We each have 3 THINGS WE CAN GIVE: our TIME, our TALENTS & our
TREASURES.

e Today, I'm going to FOCUS ON what the Bible teaches is the FOUNDATION of
GIVING.
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A Tithe means “a Tenth” first tenth . . . First & Best”
There is NO LAW of TITHING . .. only a PRINCIPLE.
We can TITHE our TIME, TALENTS or TREASURES.
God’s /7)—- ") * 0 #

1 + 2 + $

“EVERYBODY” PRINCIPLE - BANNER

The ONLY SHOT any of us have of FULFILLING GOD’S DESTINY for our lives is
if WE ARE in ONE MIND & ONE HEART.

God is calling EVERYONE OF US who consider THE ROCK OUR CHURCH HOME,
to JOIN US IN LOVING, GIVING, HONORING & SERVING, as we go to
REPRESENT JESUS at the GATES of OUR CITY...

God is calling us to BE IN ONE HEART . . . as He SEND LEADERS from the
NATIONS of the WORLD.

ONLY UNITY BRINGS a BLESSING . ..
JESUS SPOKE DIRECTLY to this. ..

SLIDE - Matt. 12:25

Jesus knew their thoughts and replied, “Any kingdom at war with itself is doomed. A city
or home divided against itself is doomed.”

EVERYBODY “GIVING” of their TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES is GOD’S WILL
for US.

People who are NOT GENEROUS when they have a SMALL INCOME, are
NEVER GENEROUS when they have an ABUNDANCE.

SUZIE & | for 31 years have ALWAYS GIVEN about 20% of WHATEVER
INCOME we had AWAY.

LAST YEAR = we gave 27%

How a person MAKES MONEY, & how a person SPENDS MONEY are the BEST
TESTS of a PERSON’S CHARACTER.

That’s why JESUS SPENT MORE TIME TALKING ABOUT MONEY than ANY
OTHER TOPIC, a full 1/4 OF HIS SPOKEN WORDS.

SLIDE - MATT. 6:21 — Jesus said,
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

AM

Jesus’ basically saying . ..

-C 3 + , [/ -3 - 3 )W $
If you can have the RIGHT HEART TOWARD YOUR TREASURES . .. God will bless
you abundantly.

GOD PROMISES to OPEN THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN, & POUR OUT A BLESSING
that you will NOT BE ABLE TO CONTAIN.
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| Q. Would you consider yourself an OBEDIENT GIVER?

SLIDE - Interactive Question #2

Q. Do you presently tithe the first 10% of your income to your local church?
A. Yes, and | am enjoying the peace of financial integrity

B. Yes, but | am still struggling with debt

C. | can’t afford to, but | tithe as often as | can

D. No, | don’t believe in tithing

If you have pressed C or D, let me encourage you, TITHING is GOD’S BEST for you.

SLIDE - THREE MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT TITHING
1. That's just the Old Testament

Q. What do you think Jesus preached out of?
A. There was NO New Testament!
Jesus commended people in the New Testament for Tithing.

As a matter of fact. ..
The ONLY AREA Jesus EVER COMMENDED the PHARISEES in was . .. TITHING.

And the Pharisees NEVER accused Jesus of NOT Tithing . .. they accused Him of everything
else.

SLIDE — Important Principle:
The principles & practices established in the Old Testament are valid today unless they are
annulled or replaced in the New Testament

« We don’t have animal sacrifices anymore because Jesus was the perfect sacrifice
once and for all - for our sins.

SLIDE - THREE MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT TITHING
2. |l don’t have to tithe because I'm not under the law

e Tithing was instituted 450 years before the LAW.

e |don’t follow a “LAW of TITHING”

e | BELIEVE in the “PRINCIPLE of TITHING”.

e My life has been blessed for 35 years because of following the PRINCIPLE of
tithing . . . not a LAW.

e The Bible says, “Let love be the fulfilling of the law.”

When you LOVE GOD & OTHERS, you’ve FULFILLED EVERY LAW GOD EVER

INSTITUTED.

SLIDE - THREE MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT TITHING
3. “You can be a Christian and NOT tithe!”

IT"S NOT AHAVE TO...IT'SAGETTO.

| DON’T HAVE TO TITHE. .. | GET TO.

e Yes...Youcanbe a BIRD and NOT fly.

e ...Youcan be a FISH and NOT swim.

e You can be MARRIED and NOT love your spouse.
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e Butl 1 2 1 2 ?

e Why would you want to live beneath your potential?

e I’M NOT under a LAW.
e I’m under GRACE!
e |CHOOSE TO OBEY GOD ... I get to obey God.

e One of the most deceptive sentences I've ever heard is **x 2
$
There are 3 REASONS WHY PEOPLE DON’T TITHE:

SLIDE — 1. Fear — James 1:6b-7b
.. he who doubts . . . let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord . . .

e You'll never miss a tithe — if it's the first check you write
e TITHING IS NOT A MAGIC WAND.

e You can tithe & still DROWN in CREDIT CARD DEBT.
¢ You can tithe & still hang yourself in impulse buying.
e We WILL STILL REAP WHAT YOU SOW.

e YOUR OBEDIENCE to TITHING is NOT a CURE for LACK of SELF CONTROL in
other areas of spending
e We can GET OVER-EXTENDED in our LIFESTYLE.

SLIDE - 2. Unbelief — Hebrews 3:12
Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls
away from the living God.

e ALL HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS REQUIRE TRUST.
WE HAVE TO TRUST GOD WILL BACK UP HIS WORD

SLIDE - 3. Ignorance — Hosea 4:6 - God says,

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, | also

will reject you . . .”

e The Book in the Bible that speaks most directly to INTEGRITY in FINANCES is the
Book of Malachi.

e John the Baptist & Paul the Apostle quoted Malachi

e Matthew, Mark, Luke & John quoted Malachi

e Malachi is as much the Word of God as any Book in NT

e God spoke in Malachi, & then didn’t speak again for another 400 yrs God was
saying, “Just think about it”

SLIDE - Malachi 3:8
“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me. But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed
you?’ In Tithes and Offerings.”
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This is NOT a TITHING verse...it's an OBEDIENCE verse
e It has NOTHING TO DO WITH DEBT.

e |t has to do WITH OBEDIENCE.

e Youcan TITHE & STILL DROWN in DEBT.

e Malachi is the Word of GOD for ALL GENERATIONS
e If you read the WHOLE BOOK OF MALACHI & NOT just the 3" chapter...

¢ In Malachi, the MAIN AREA God had a problem with Israel in, was because they
PUT HIm 2"°,

e AFTER they had PAID THEIR BILLS ... if they had anything LEFT OVER...then
they sowed their tithes

o [t’s the MAIN POINT of the WHOLE BOOK.

e Your first check should be to the owner of the whole earth ... NOT THE LIGHT
COMPANY.

e “Don’t fear the man who can only turn your lights off...Fear the God who can
put your lights out.”

e If you can't trust God with 10% of your income, you'll NEVER trust Him with
your life.

SLIDE - MAL. 3:9 - God says,

“You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole nation.”

e Being under a curse — WOW! That’s scary!

e The LAST PERSON you WANT TO ROB is God!
And NOT JUST in TITHES, but in OFFERINGS also.

[

SLIDE - MAL. 3:10a
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house. And Prove (Test)
Me in this.” says the Lord Almighty.

e The STOREHOUSE is where you GET YOUR SPIRITUAL FOOD ... the LOCAL
CHURCH...

e IFIT’S NOT - you need to CHANGE CHURCHES.
e | wouldn'’t stay in a church where | wasn’t growing.
e Godsays...“ 4 "% 3 # 5%

e Hebrewwordis...“ 2 + 2 "2 1”

SLIDE - MAL. 3:10b
“and see if | will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing
that there will not be room enough to receive it.”

God says, “WATCH THIS!”
"t C 3 1 /) - W 3 ¢G° $
Q. Is this some kind of a MAGIC WAND? A. NO!
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e Attimes, YOU MAY HAVE TO DOWNSIZE.

e During our marriage Suzie & | have had to downsize
e We LIVED with other CHRISTIAN COUPLES for yrs
e We’ve had SINGLES LIVE WITH US to cover rent.

e At one point, we shopped at GOOD WILL for years.

We bought some of the UGLIEST USED CARS in the history of the world.

[ J

SLIDE - MAL. 3:11 — God says,

“And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground
. .. for you shall be a delightful land.”

° H + 5%

o * 2 # 6 3 5%

e GOD WANTSto BLESS US...

e HE’s saying, ""# " + 5%

SLIDE - Prov. 3:9-10 —If you . . .
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first-fruits of all your crops, then your barns will
be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

e Nothing HAPPENS ACCIDENTALLY!

¢ Nothing! No one’s LUCKY!

e No one PROSPERS ACCIDENTALLY!

e No one GOES BANKRUPT ACCIDENTALLY!

e There’s a CAUSE & EFFECT for everything!

e Rain & Snow don’t drop out of THIN AIR!

e Peace & Joy & Prosperity are caused by something!

o As there are NATURAL LAWS that govern the universe we see. ..

e ... There are SPIRITUAL LAWS that govern the universe we don’t see. (LAW of
OBEDIENCE)

¢ Nothing just kinda’, sorta’ happens!

e You can’t expect a harvest unless you sow a seed!

e The Rock of Roseville DIDN’'T JUST APPEAR here!

e We had to sow seed before we could reap a harvest.

e Someone once said to a woman he met in church,
e "Our church costs too much. They’re always asking for money."

e The woman responded, "Year sago a little boy was born into our home. He cost us a
lot of money from the very beginning. He had a big appetite; he needed clothes,
medicine, toys & even a puppy. Then he went to school, and that cost a lot more.
Later he went to college, and that cost us a small fortune.
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e “But in his senior year at college, he died suddenly. And since the funeral, he hasn't
cost us one penny. Now which situation do you think we’d rather have?"

e The complaining Christian was speechless,
e The grieving mother continued.

e "As long as this church lives, it will cost. When it dies for lack of support, it won't cost
us anything. A living church has the most vital message for the world today,
therefore I’'m going to keep giving and praying with everything | have, to keep our
church alive."

e But all of us HAVE HAD TIMES WHERE WE NEED THE HELP OF OTHERS.
e These are HUMBLING TIMES .. . BUT NECESSARY.
e They EXPAND OUR HEARTS.

| VIDEO - SEABISCUIT

OFFERING FOR SLT
e Maybe you’re thinking . ..

e "I'mglad |l live in a place where my HOUSE CAN'T BE BURNED DOWN, or where |
CAN'T LOSE EVERYTHING in an EARTHQUAKE."

e “How about LIVING NEXT DOOR to the WORST LEVIES IN AMERICA?”
e “How about LOSING YOUR HOME in the FIRES of FORECLOSURE.”

e We ALL NEED GOD.

e We ALL NEED to learn to be LIKE GOD.

e GOD’S a GIVER!

Let’s Pray!
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