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• I want to show you a DISTURBING TRAILER, about a NEW VIDEO that has just been made which claims 
that Jesus Christ NEVER EVEN EXISTED. Here it is! 

VIDEO – “The God Who Wasn’t There” – 2:22 MINS. 
 

• Q. So, WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

SLIDE - Interactive Question #1  
Q. Are you absolutely positive Jesus Christ existed? 
A. Absolutely, and He continues to change my life every day 
B. At times I am, and at other times I’m not 
C. I’m not certain Jesus Christ was a real person 
D. No, I don’t believe Jesus Christ ever existed 
 

• For me, it is a TROUBLING VIDEO to WATCH . . . 

• You WANT to CORRECT MANY of the STATEMENTS & DEFEND SOME OTHERS. 

• I DO BELIEVE JESUS is DEFINITELY COMING BACK, & IT COULD BE SOON. ONLY GOD KNOWS. 

• I HAVE NEVER MET a CHRISTIAN, FACE-to-FACE who HATED GAY PEOPLE or ANY PEOPLE. 

• There is a TINY GROUP of VOCAL PEOPLE, who CLAIM to be CHRISTIANS, who HATE. IT’S TRAGIC! 

• I don’t believe you can be a CHRISTIAN & HATE. 

• The Bible says, “THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE DISCIPLES OF JESUS BY OUR LOVE.” 

• It’s TRAGIC to think the AUTHORS of this VIDEO would TWIST THINGS SO DRASTICALLY TRYING to make 
NAÏVE people BELIEVE that Christians actually BELIEVE WHAT THEY are SAYING, & yet, that is the 
WORLD WE LIVE IN. 

• When I was an ATHEIST, I would have LOVED this video.  Now, it makes me SAD. 

• That is the BATTLE WE ARE IN, for the HEARTS & MINDS of MEN…& IT’S JUST HEATING UP! 

SLIDE – MESSAGE TITLE:  
BATTLEGROUNDS - LEGACY – Pt. 1 
 

• 3 wks ago, I received a prophetic word from a visiting leader, & the 1st word he spoke to me was: inheritance 

• I thought to MYSELF…THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT GOD HAS BEEN SPEAKING TO ME… 

SLIDE - LEGACY is the INHERITANCE we leave for others 
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• Jesus left us a LEGACY for us to FOLLOW… to BE WILLING to LAY DOWN OUR LIVES for OTHERS. 

• To FORGIVE... To LOVE … EVEN OUR ENEMIES. 
SLIDE – Matt. 5:43-44, Jesus said, 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, 
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you…” 

• 1st BATTLEGROUND - RECEIVING GOD’S LOVE  

• 2nd BATTLEGROUND - GIVING AWAY GOD’S LOVE 

• To FIGHT to “RECEIVE” & then “GIVE AWAY” LOVE 

• I want to show you a Video that talks about our legacy 

VIDEO – “GLADIATOR” – 5 MINS. 
 

• I’m writing a book called “Father Wounds” & just finished a chapter entitled, “The Spoiled Child” 

SLIDE – Qualities of a Spoiled Child - 
1. Easily frustrated 
2. Complaining about being bored 
3. Whining and throwing tantrums 
4. Insisting on getting own way 
5. Unwilling to follow rules or cooperate 
 

• I was shocked to see how many QUALITIES reminded me of MANY AMERICAN CHRISTIANS. 

SLIDE – Qualities of a Spoiled Child - 
6. Refusing to respond to "no," or other disciplinary commands 

7. Protesting about everything they are asked to do 
8. Unable to differentiate between needs and wants 
9. Controlling and excessively demanding 
10. Showing little or no respect for other people  

If we are going to be IN THE GAME during this AGE of EXCESS, we’re going to have to RETRAIN our SOULS 

SLIDE - Interactive Question #2  
Q.  Are you willing to lay down your life for God and others in order to leave an eternal legacy (inheritance)? 
A. Absolutely! That is my heart’s desire. 
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B. At times, but not always 
C. Presently, I have no interest in doing that 
D. I don’t know what you’re talking about 
 

• We’re returning to studying the GOSPEL of MARK 

SLIDE – Mark 9:2-3   
…Jesus took Peter, James, and John to the top of a mountain. No one else was there. As the men watched, Jesus’ 
appearance changed, and His clothing became dazzling white, far whiter than any earthly process could ever make it. 

• We all need to COME ASIDE & GET ALONE in order to SEE JESUS. (i.e. 21-DAY FAST) 

• If you REALLY HAVE YOUR EYES ON JESUS, HE’LL BE CHANGING BEFORE YOUR VERY EYES. 

• If JESUS is NOT CHANGING BEFORE YOUR VERY EYES, YOU’RE probably NOT SEEING HIM as HE 
REALLY IS! 

• It’s NOT a LIGHT from the OUTSIDE, but the INSIDE. 

• It took FAR MORE HUMILITY for Jesus to KEEP His DAILY HUMBLE APPEARANCE, than for Him to, on this 
OCCASION, demonstrate His GLORIOUS REALITY 

• I’m NOT LOOKING JUST FOR MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCES; I’m LOOKING FOR HUMILITY in the VALLEY. 

• We were MADE for the Demon Possessed Valley’s 

• STOP COMPLAINING about your life… TTTPNTY 

SLIDE – Mark 9:4-5  
Then Elijah and Moses appeared and began talking with Jesus. “Teacher, this is wonderful!” Peter exclaimed. “We will 
make three shrines—one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  

• The LEGACY GOD wants US to LEAVE BEHIND is NOT a SHRINE . . . it’s  KNOWING HIM. 

• It’s much EASIER for us to BE RELIGIOUS, than for us to have a REAL RELATIONSHIP with JESUS. 

SLIDE – We’d all rather be transfigured than go through the tribulation that leads to transformation.  

• (REPEAT) 

• THERE ARE NO SHORTCUTS . . .  

• In the 1840’s, an overly ambitious man named LANSFORD HASTING, said HE KNEW OF A SHORTCUT TO 
CALIFORNIA.   
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• So, in the SPRING OF 1846, 87 men, women, & children, who came to be known as the DONNER PARTY, left 
Springfield, Ill.   

 

• The journey SHOULD HAVE LASTED FOUR MONTHS . . . if they had taken a proven trail. 
 

• But instead, Hasting chose a route he had NEVER GONE ON BEFORE.   
 

• His way was FAR MORE DIFFICULT, 125 mi. LONGER 
 

• Instead of four months, it TOOK A YEAR, with 41 of the 87 members DYING ALONG THE WAY.   
 

• To add to their difficulties, the DONNER PARTY encountered the WORST WINTER in the HISTORY of the 
SIERRA NEVADA’S. 

 

• Many of those FACING STARVATION were REDUCED to CANNIBALIZING their DEAD COMPANIONS. 
 

• Later in her life, one of the survivors referred to WHAT SHE HAD LEARNED from the ordeal, said, “IN LIFE, 
THERE ARE NO SHORTCUTS.” 

 

• Q. Why did MOSES & ELIJAH APPEAR?  

• Perhaps, because THEY REPRESENT THOSE WHO ARE CAUGHT UP TO GOD (Jude 1:9; 2 Kings 2:11) 

• Both MOSES & ELIJAH DISAPPEARED  

• MOSES DISAPPEARED on MT. NEVO 

• ELIJAH DISAPPEARED in a HEAVENLY CHARIOT 

• MOSES represents those who DIE & GO to GLORY… 

• ELIJAH represents those who are CAUGHT UP TO HEAVEN WITHOUT DEATH (as in 1 Thess. 4:13-18) 

• MOSES represents the LAW & ELIJAH = PROPHETS  

• The SUM OF OLD TESTAMENT REVELATION comes to MEET with JESUS at the Mount of Transfiguration 

• We ALL WOULD TEND to WANT to BE UNDER a LAW, then HAVE to MAINTAIN a RELATIONSHIP. 

• We’d also rather GET a PROPHECY from someone, then HAVE to GET to KNOW GOD on OUR OWN. 

• The LAW & the PROPHETS meet GRACE & TRUTH  

• It’s the MÊLÉE & on the MOUNTAIN  

• It’s the SMACKDOWN & on the SUMMIT  
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• It’s the ROYAL RUMBLE  

SLIDE – Mark 9:6-7  
He (Peter) didn’t really know what to say, for they were all terribly afraid. Then a cloud came over them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him.”  

• Q. Have you EVER HAD GOD SPEAK to your heart? 

• For the 1st NINE YRS. I wasn’t sure HOW to HEAR GOD’S VOICE. 

• GOD IS SPEAKING!  Q. ARE WE LISTENING? 

• Jesus said, “My SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE.” 

• God SPOKE to ISRAEL in a CLOUD of GLORY (Exodus 16:10) 

• From this CLOUD OF GLORY GOD APPEARED to the HIGH PRIEST in the HOLY PLACE inside the veil 
(Leviticus 16:2) 

• From this CLOUD OF GLORY God APPEARED to SOLOMON when the TEMPLE was DEDICATED, so filling 
the temple that the PRIESTS COULD NOT CONTINUE MINISTERING (1 Kings 8:10-11, 2 Chronicles 5:13-14) 

• It was this CLOUD OF GLORY that overshadowed MARY WHEN SHE CONCEIVED JESUS by the POWER of 
the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35) 

• It was this CLOUD OF GLORY that RECEIVED JESUS into HEAVEN at HIS ASCENSION (Acts 1:9) 

• & It will be this CLOUD OF GLORY WE WILL ALL SEE when JESUS CHRIST RETURNS IN TRIUMPH TO 
THIS EARTH (Luke 21:27) 

• & from this CLOUD OF GLORY TODAY GOD is TELLING US to STOP to LISTEN to OTHERS . . . & START 
LISTENING TO JESUS. 

• If YOU COULD HEAR the FATHER’S HEART, HE would SAY TO YOU, “YOU ARE MY BELOVED SONS & 
DAUGHTERS!” 

• There’s NO GREATER LEGACY than being a BELOVED SON & DAUGHTER! 

• There’s NO GREATER INHERITANCE than being GOD’S BELOVED BRIDE FOREVER! 

SLIDE - Interactive Question #3  
Q.  Do you believe that you are God’s beloved? 
A. I believe God is “head-over-heals” in love with me 
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B. At times I believe this, but not always 
C. I have difficulty believing this 
D. I have done things that have really damaged my relationship with God 
 

SLIDE – Mark 9:8  
Suddenly they looked around, and Moses and Elijah were gone, and only Jesus was with them.  

• Build your life on WHAT’S ETERNAL, because pretty soon, EVERYTHING YOU SEE WILL BE GONE. 

• Our INHERITANCE is in ETERNITY. 

• Our LEGACY is FOREVER. 

• Pretty SOON, the LAW’S GONNA be GONE. 

• Pretty SOON, PROPHECIES GONNA be GONE. 

SLIDE – Mark 9:14   
At the foot of the mountain they found a great crowd surrounding the other disciples, as some teachers of religious law 
were arguing with them.  

• COMING DOWN from a mountain is ALWAYS HARD. 

SLIDE – Mark 9:16-17  
“What is all this arguing about?” he asked. One of the men in the crowd spoke up and said, “Teacher, I brought my son 
for you to heal him. He can’t speak because he is possessed by an evil spirit that won’t let him talk.  

SLIDE – Mark 9:18  
“And whenever this evil spirit seizes him, it throws him violently to the ground and makes him foam at the mouth and 
grind his teeth and become rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast out the evil spirit, but they couldn’t do it.”  

• In Mark 6, Jesus gave His disciples the POWER, Authority & Commission to CAST OUT DEMONS 

• Q. Are WE WALKING IN the POWER, AUTHORITY & COMMISSION JESUS HAS GIVEN US? 

• OUR LEGACY . . . OUR INHERITANCE . . . is to WALK in the POWER of GOD 

• Q. So, how would you describe the power of God? 

• Q. Is your LIFE INFLUENCING OTHERS, so that THEY’RE BEING CHANGED? 

• The POWER of GOD is for the BENEFIT of others. 

• Battlegrounds: RECEIVING & GIVING God’s Love 
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SLIDE – Mark 9:21-22  
“How long has this been happening?” Jesus asked the boy’s father. He replied, “Since he was very small. The evil spirit often 
makes him fall into the fire or into water, trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help us. Do something if you can.”  

SLIDE – Mark 9:23  
“What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.”  

• Jesus is NEVER the “IF” in ANY EQUATION. 

• WE ARE the “IF” - - NOT JESUS. 

• HE’S a CONSTANT . . . HIS PROMISES NEVER CHANGE . . . WE ARE the VARIABLES. 

SLIDE – Mark 9:24  
The father instantly replied, “I do believe, but help me not to doubt!”  

• Jesus HONORS GENUINE HUMILITY. 

• He ALSO HONORS GENUINE FAITH. 

• HE WANTS US TO ASK FOR HIS HELP. 

• But He ALSO WANTS US to BELIEVE in His ABILITY 

SLIDE – Mark 9:25  
When Jesus saw that the crowd of onlookers was growing, he rebuked the evil spirit. “Spirit of deafness and 
muteness,” He said, “I command you to come out of this child and never enter him again!”  

• Jesus didn’t HEAL HIM FOR THE CROWD. 

• He HEALED HIM BEFORE the CROWD GATHERED 

• God is MORE INTERESTED in “WHY WE DO” something, than “WHAT WE DO” 

• We will BE JUDGED for the THOUGHTS & INTENTS of our HEART, MORE than WHAT WE DO. 

• So, when Jesus CAME DOWN from a HIGH POINT of PERSONAL AFFIRMATION (“My BELOVED SON”),  

• When He CAME DOWN from the . . . HIGH POINT of PERSONAL ILLUMINATION 

• When He CAME DOWN from . . . the HIGH POINT of PERSONAL EDIFICATION  

• &  He found DISPUTING SCRIBES . . .  

• a DISTRACTED FATHER . . .  
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• a DEMON-POSSESSED BOY . . .  

• & DEFEATED DISCIPLES 

• He SILENCED the SCRIBES . . . 

• He COMFORTED the FATHER . . . 

• He HEALED the BOY,  

• & HE INSTRUCTED the DISCIPLES 

• . . . SOUNDS LIKE MY DAY.  

• GOD wants you to . . . STOP COMPLAINING 

• . . . START COMFORTING 

• . . . BE HEALED in order to HEAL 

• . . . CONVERT OTHERS to DO the SAME THING . . . 

• STOP COMPLAINING 

• . . . START COMFORTING 

• . . . BE HEALED in order to HEAL 

Q.  ARE YOU READY to WALK in THAT INHERITANCE? 

Q.  ARE YOU READY to WALK in THAT LEGACY? 

I DON’T WANT TO BE A COMPLAINER!!! 

I WANT TO BE A COMFORTER!!! 

I WANT TO BE HEALED!!! 

I WANT TO BE A HEALER!!! 

THAT’S MY INHERITANCE!!! 

THAT’S MY LEGACY!!! 


